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ach year, Heidelberg Palace

attracts around a million visitors
from all over the world. Since the
early 19th century, these impressive
ruins have been synonymous with

Romanticism.

It would be hard to imagine a more striking location: set against
the deep green forests on the north Hank of Kénigstuhl hill, the red

sandstone ruins tower majestically over the Neckar valley. From its

lofty position, the palace’s silhouette dominates the old town centre

of He nh“'ulg_‘.

The rich and eventtul history of Heidelberg Palace began when the
counts palatine of the Rhine. - later prince electors — established
their residence at Heidelberg. First mentioned in 1225, this was

destined to become one of the grandest palaces ot the Renaissance
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ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECES OF THE RENAISSANCE

Until the Thirty Years” War, Heidelberg Paliace boasted one of the
maost notable ensembles of buildings in the Holy Roman Empire
In brisk succession, the prince clectors commissioned a series of
imposing constructions: Gliserner Saalbau, Ouheinrichsbau, Fried
richsbau and Englischer Bau, Each one is a masterpiece of Renais
sance architecrure. Their magnificent fagades create a resplendent

trame tor the courtyard

THE RAVAGES OF WAR AND THE FORCES OF NATURE

In the late 17th century, the palace was repeatedly attacked and
ultimarely destroved by the French in the War of the Grand Alli
dance III\\\' \_.i(.l\xf\';"‘.l., cvents are A.A'l‘l“]l"”tl!.”(il mna \“A\l.lx“l.”
tireworks display, held several times each year. In 1764, atter some
makeshift repairs, the battered palace was heavily damaged again:
this time by the torces of Nature. in the torm of rwo devastaring
lightning strikes. The once-proud residence caught hre - and was

left in ruins

THE PALACE AND GARDEN -~ MYTHS AND LEGENDS
The 19th century brought a new wave of admiration: a sight both
terrible and beauriful, the ruins epitomised

H\uLHu.'; PPalace was elevared to a national monument
Ihe imposing edifice and its famous garden, the Hortus Palatinus
became shrouded in myth. The garden. the last work commis
sioned by the prince electors, was never completed. Some remain
ing landscaped terraces and other vestiges hint ar the awe-inspiring
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scale of this ambitious project. In the 17th century. ir was cele

brated as the “eighth While time has taken its

toll, Heidelberg Palace's fame lives on to this day



